


JULY, 1981 


NEW OFFICERS TAKE CHARGE 


Officers for the 
June-December term were 
elected at the last 


meeting of  80-COMPUTER 
USERS OF HOUSTON. 

New President of our 
club is Joe Stanfield. 
Royce Bordman will re- 
main in the office of 


Vice-President/Treasurer 


by Popular Vote and 

Brigitte Schaefer was 

votes in as Secretary. 
New President Stan- 


field will be bringing 
a few new ideas to the 
club. 


Stanfield is check- 
ing into the possibility 
of taking part of the 
meeting time and split- 


ting it into two time 
slots where the disk 
users will group toge- 


ther with a program 
geared towards disks 
and the cassette users 
will meet together to 
hear a progeam for the 
cassette users. 
According to Stan- 
field, sometimes a pro- 
gram geared towards the 
cassette users doesn't 
interest the disk users 
and many times the disk 
oriented programs are 
not clear for the cas- 
sette user who may not 
understand using disks. 
Stanfield also noted 


that a club member sug- 
gested that the club 
check into the feasibi- 


lity of having 80-COM - 
PUTER US S OF HOUSTON 

sponsor a computer show 
mall so that 





in a local 


the general public will 
be able to see what mi- 
crocomputers can do. 

Many people are won- 
dering what is so spe- 
cial about microcompu- 
ters, but won't go to a 
computer store to find 
out. 

A small show in a lo- 
cal mall will attract 
the general public who 
is shopping at the mall. 

Stanfield also noted 
that maybe refreshments 
could be served at each 
meeting. 

The President also 
wants to make sure that 
programs at the next 
meetings run within the 
time limit. Stanfield 
explained that the pro- 
gram should give the 
member enough informa- 
tion about something to 
wet his appetite for 
that subject so that 
the member will get to- 
gether with the speaker 
to get more details on 
that particular subject. 

One major change in 
the new President's op- 
erating procedure will 
be the delegation of 
authority to other mem- 
bers of the club. 

Stanfield has already 
selected Bud Harvey as 
Program Chairman. Harvev 
will be in charge of 
making arrangements 


for speakers for our 
club meetings. 
Harvey asks that any 


members who have an idea 
for a program for a fu- 
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NEXT MEETING 


Date July 1, 1981 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: SCHOOL OF PUB- 
LIC HEALTH, UNIVERSITY 
OP TEXAS 

Program: COMPUTER GAMES- 











Analysis of à game.... 
Development of a game. 
How to write your own 
game program bv BUD 


HARVEY 








Surprise program 





A Note From The 
President 

Membership Sur- 
vey Status 


Page 2: 


Page 3: Book Review 

Page 4: Book Review con- 
tinued 

Page 5: Book Review 


Misc. 





TRS-80 is a trademark 
of Tandy Corp. 





ture meeting call him 
at 754-6234. If no an- 
swer, call 981-7965 and 
leave a message on the 
answering machine. 

The Program Chairman 
said he would like each 
club member to think a- 
bout what programs he 
would like to have la- 
terin the fall and con- 
tact him about the topics. 


A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT Bv JOE STANFIELD 


80-COMPUTER USERS OF HOUSTON 
'rved vacation and 
next 


sident of 
Joe Stanfield is on a well-de: 
will (hopefully!) be back in time for our 
meeting. 


New Pr 








(Editor's note: The staff of USERS' NEWS 
would like to welcome Joe as our new 
President and thanks him for agreeing to 
continue the new tradition of writing à 
President's column in USERS' NEWS. His 
first column will be in the next issue 
of USERS' NEWS.) 
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MEMBERSHIP SURVEY STATUS 


As of press time, only one-third of the mem- 
bers of 80-COMPUTER USERS OF HOUSTON had returned 
their membership survey form. 

Members are reminded that the sooner all forms 

r ceived by the USERS' NE staff, the sooner 
work on the membership handbook can begin. 





Initial review of the survey forms show mosttof 
the club members prefer the membership handbook be 
printed as loose leaf pages, with each member 
providing his own notebook in which to keep the 
handbook. Many feel this format is better for 
updating and changing information. 


A few of the members prefer a 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 
handbook, stapled together with extra blank space 





ifter each alphabetized section so that new mem- 
bers' information can be added. 
Those who have not received a survey form may 


up at the next meeting or contact the 
Editor at 663-7293 7 - 11 p.m. 





Members who have not returned their form should 
do so by sending it to: USERS" NEWS, P.O. Box 
#220, HOUSTON, TEXAS, 77025. 


DEADLINE | 









80-COMPUTER USERS OF HOUS- 
TON meets the first Wednesday 
of each month. Anyone interested 
in microcomputers is welcome to 
join our group. Membership dues 
are $5.00 per calendar year, which 
includes your subscription to 
USERS’ NEWS. 





USERS’ NEWS 
EDITOR: Brigitte Schaefer 
PRODUCTION: John Schaefer 
THE PROGRAM DOCTOR: E. Wood 
A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT 










TAPE LIBRARY: Floyd Atkinson 
MICRONET NEWS: Ben Taylor 
* * * * * 














USERS' NEWS is published month 
ly by 80-COMPUTER USERS OF 
HOUSTON. Mail contributions, let 
ters to the Editor, comments, etc 
to: 

P. O. Box 20000, No. 220 
Houston, Texas 77025 
or phone (713) 663-7293. 
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ADVERTISING: Open rate for dis 
play advertising. $1.00 per vertical 
column inch. Minimum billing on 
any advertising is $3.00, Special 
frequency discounts. No charge 
for personal advertising by mem 
bers. 

DEADLINE: 15th of month prior to 
publication. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Included in 
members’ dues. Individual issues 
available to non-members for 75¢ 
per issue. No charge for news 
letter exchange. USERS’ NEWS 
mailing list is available for sale 
Publisher does not assume respon 
sibility for programs and other 
material submitted that may be 
copyrighted. 

DO NOT SUBMIT COPYRIGHTED 
MATERIAL. 


Book Review 


Friedman, Paul 
COMPUTER PROGRAMS IN BASIC 
Prentice-Hall, Inc. c.1981. 286 rr. $19.95 - 


Compiled from 15 microcomputer masazines» this highly useful 
book lists every program in BASIC published from each masazine’s 
first issue throush December 1979. The description of each rrosram 
is remarkably complete -- including a list of all statements and 
functions in the rrosram which are NOT included in ANSI Minimal 
BASIC. And subseauent urdates to the orisinal article/rrosram, 


I have never seen so exhaustive a survey of the wide» wide 
field of BASIC rrosrams combined with so much useful information 
about each program. Paul Friedman is obviously a dedicated and 
zealous collector and systematizer, By adhering stringently to a 
specified format» he has accomplished a landmark work. 


For four wears I’ve been Keerins my own (sporadic) index to 
programs and articles of interest. At one stroker Paul Friedman 
has rendered my 2000-rlus card index obsolescent, His analysis of 
the hardware and software reauirements of each program is brief; 
easily grasred and conclusive. 


Two additional features are tosether almost worth the price of 
the book in themselves, In the introductory rases is a concise 
history of BASIC and lucid explanation of ANSII Minimal BASIC» and 
at the rear of the book are (a) an alrhabecized list of BASIC 
statements and functions» and (b) a glossary (dictionary) of 
computereze, The beauty of the list of BASIC statements and 
functions is that it is boiled down to a line or two for each term 
so you can scan auicklw for the term you don't understand. (It 
still sturidlw sererates terms into "statements" and "functions", 
When will the experts grasp ine simple fact that if wou need to 
look us a terms you don’t Know whether it’s a statements è 
function» or a whirly-ma-sis? When will we find a list as sood as 
this one in one alphabetical listins?) 


The introduction is also outstanding for its clear explanation 
of the review format: including s chart of the standard review with 
explanatory arrows to each item. As a rule I skip or skim throush 
introductions. Don’t! Not this one. 








SHORTCOMINGS 


Ioes this fine work have shortcomings? Yes. It is so good 
thet it’s a real disarrointment to find that the survey cuts off at 
the end of 1979. Pite! As a conseauence» this book could not 
include programs from 80-MICROCOMPUTING or from The Alternate 
Sources both of which began in 1980. We all must hore that Paul 
Friedman will continue his works and will issue supplements or new 


editions which will be much closer to the then-current issues of 
the source reriodicals. 


Still another understandable limitation is that Mr. Friedman 
could not humanly include all microcomputer Periodicals in this 
first (I hore) volume. Omitted are 80-US» Softside/Pros-80/77; 
the C.I.E. erratic but sood publications and some outstanding club 
rublications such as Octus which have furnished many valuable 
Programs. 


Another limitation is that this IS a compendium of BASIC 
rrosrams. Therefore all the good machine-lansuasue Programs are 
missing, Well, you can’t expect the whole world in one volume.. 


The book is sn odd size! 11-1/4 x 8-3/4. About the dimensions 
of 80-Microcomputing ~- too tall and too wide srine-to-edse for 
many bookshelves,  So...rack it with your magazines! 


A more serious design flew is the Jacket? the word BASIC 
dominates while the words "Computer Programs In" recede into the 
black cover. For dass I thought this was "Just" another book on 
the BASIC landuese,r and passed it by! (Wells everyone Knows that 
graphic desisn artists have never solved the mystery of reading. ++ 
They sive us magazine pases with gray tyre on a blue backsround: 
etc.) So when vou’re browsing at the bookstore and see this black 


jacket with the bis white words "BASIC" -- Grab it! 
--R. C. Taylor 


" 
m Reduce your supply cost 50% or more 


SOUTHWEST RIB! . 
E RECYCLE YOUR 5501 N. Lamar, Suite. RRON SO: Texas 78751 
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CALL OR WRITE FOR COMPLETE DETAILS AND PRICE LIST 


512-458-3229 UN(SRC)4/81 
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A Review of? 
USE OF THE HOME COMPUTER IN THE STOCK MARKET 
bs Thomas v. Lenz 


Review by Jim Haynes 
(as told to B.C. Taylor) 
(misstatements and errors are Tawlor's.) 


This book has been advertised (by the author) in the Wall 
Street Journal for several weeks. Starting as a small 2-inch 
ad» it has srown to a bis box ad» 3x4", Thinking it must be 
goods Jim bousht it for $19.95 


Jim is disarrointed. The programs are for besinnenrs» both 
in computing and in finance. What is worse» they are all in 
Level-I BASIC. Anyone can easily write as sood ones» if not 
better, 


However»; if you need a guide to elementary rrosrammins 
concerned with elementares finance» try your public library -- 
or persuade the library to buy USE OF THE HOME COMPUTER IN THE 
STOCK MARKET, Use your $19.95 for something better! 


This submission from JIM HOFWEBER (who noted that USERS' 
NEWS was desparate for submissions) : 


"During last month's Round Robin Session, two problems 
were brought up repeadly: 1. We need contributions for the 
newsletter and 2. Some people have difficulty getting to the 
meetings at the Medical Center from the "remote" areas in which 
they live. It occured to me that there might be a simple, par- 
tial solution to each of these problems: Has anvone ever sug- 
gested carpooling? If anyone is interested, all they need to do 
is send in their name, phone number(s), and srea in which they 
live. I do not live very far (near the Galleria), but would be 
delighted to give rides to interested parties." 

JIM can be reached at 877-8007. 


NEW!! THE ULTIMATE TRS-80 
EXPANSION INTERFACE 


CMD Expansion Interface 


COMPARE FEATURES QUALITY DEPENDABILITY AVAILABILITY 
Complete CMD Kit fichas t below) ~ = > <- .$ 274.95 
Complete CMD Kit with Dual Switching Power Supply. - . . 9 3295. 00 
NOTE. The Dual Switching Power Supply is capable of handling 2 disk drives 
and the expansion interface. 

Compare these features to the others! 

1 The board is silk screened and solder mashed! 

2 A complete bound instruction and test manual comes with each kit! 

3. Dip switches are used. No soldered jumpers! 

4. Dip packaged resistors eliminate messy vertically mounted termination 
resistors! 

5. Complete service and support after the sal 
You can purchase either » complete kit or buy the separate components and add 
on as your budget ALLOWS. 


Port 895 
7 on board Direct Connect Modem39.95. * 32K Ram Expansion (less Ram) 11 95 
* 2K-4K Eprom relocatable * Cassette Port 
programmable 17.95 * Analog Power Supply 
* R8232 Serial Port 17.95 | Dual Switching Power Supply 
* Real Time clock. 1795 * CMD Printed Circuit Board 
* Floppy Disk Controller 31.95 | Hardware and Socket Kit 
* Centronics Parallel Line Printer * Complete Instruction & Test Manual 


Model III Disk Drive 
Kits & Drives 


Now available from Texas. 
Drive Kit for your model III 


LNW COLOR COMPUTER KIT 


$529.95 


ei 


jess P.C.B ) 


Where Can You Get? 


1. Biderectiona! printing with a logic seeking head 
2 80 CPS capability in a user defined choice of 40, 80. 66. or 132 columns. 

3 S6ASCI! with descenders. 64 graphic characters and eight international 
characters 

4 Correspondence quality printing. 


5 Double. Emphasized, and Double Emphasized printing 
modes 

6 Compressed. Compressed Expanded, Normal Expand: 
ed. and Normal print sizes 

7 Paper handing range trom 4" to 10 

8 Dependability and fast service when you need it 

9. AFFORDABILITY, 


OF COURSE IT I$ THE EPSON MX80 
$499.95 


Cable...$ 35.95 


SERIAL INTERFACE, APPLE INTERFACE 


AVAILABLE' 
CALL US TODAY FOR OUR “AFFORDABLE” PRICE 


DISK DRIVES - Compare 


RELIABILITY ' FEATURES / WARRANTY 
PRICE / DELIVERY 
Texas Digital offers the best of ail with TANDON Disk Drives. 


Compare these standard features of our list to the others. 
1. Drive Controller Board 
All necessary interconnecting cables 
Switching Power Supply 
Disk Drive Mopnting Bracket 
Internal Disk 
TAS DOS Manual 


Includes ali components to assem. 
sle the LNW color computer: high| 
resolution video RAM and 16K user 
RAM, keyboard, and Level ii| 
vompatible ROMS. Printed circuit] 


ive Cable board not included 


Comprehensive Installation & theory manual 


Radio Shack and Tandon TM100 drive compatible 
9 16K RAM 


COMPLETE MODEL IIl DRIVE PACKAGES 

These packages all include, the Model II! Disk Orive Kit 
and the Micro Syst 
M3DK-1 (2-TM100-1 Drives) provides over 


LNW EXPANSION INTERFACE 
KIT 
$239.95 
(less P.C.B) 
Includes ali components to assem- 


Software: Made IL DOS, ble the LNW Expansion Intert 


Warranty: 
Reliability 
Features: 


120 day repair / replace warranty 

8000 hrs mean time between failure 

5 m.s. Track to Track Access Time 

0 sec. Head load time (no solenoid either!) 
Single or Double Density Capabilities 

40 | 80 Track - Single & Double Sided 
Maintenance Manual Provided with drive 


TM100-1 Single headed 40 track disk drive, unformatted double 
density storage = 250 KB 

TRSBOIM Storage single density = 102 KB Double = 
184KB 


Baro drive $225.00 With case/ supply $209.95 


919.95) Pius 32 K of RAM. 


!t does not} 


350K Bytes storage 


include the printed circuit board | 


M3DK-2 (2-TM100-2 double headed drives) provides 


dual casette relay or cabinet 


7M100-2 Double headed 40 track drive, unformatted double 
density storage = 500 KB 


over 700K Bytes storage 1,149.95 
M3OK-3 (2-TM100-3 80 track drives) provides over 
700K Bytes storage 1,199.95, 
M3DK-4 (2-TM100-4 double headed 80 track drives) 
provides over 1 4 M Bytes storage 1,399 95| 


MEMORY SPECIAL FUNCTION 


Programmed tor LNW Cator CPU 
vel ! Rema tor Color CPU 
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DIODES TRANSISTORS / SEMICONDUCTORS 
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1, Radio Shack, TRS-80, TRDOS are registered trademarks of Tandy Corp. 
2. Prices and Specifications are subject to change without notice. 


Pe quay e memory cipe 


TRS80!" Storage single density = 204KB, Double = 
367KB 
Bare drive 5345.00 With case/supply $419.95 


TM100-3 Single headed 80 track drive, unformatted double 
density storage 500KB 
TRS80!^ Storage single density = 204KB, Double = 
367KB 

Bare drive $375.00 ‘With case/supply $449.00. 


TM100-4 Double headed BO track cri 
density storage = 1.0mB 
TRSB0' Storage single density = 408KB, Double = 
735KB 

Bare drive 2475.00 

2 Drive Disk Cable 


4 Drive Disk Cable 


unformatted double 


With case/ supply $549.00 
$24.96 
$34.95 
$12.96 
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COMPUTEX 


321 EL DORADO BLVD. 


WEBSTER, TEXAS 77598 


Visa and Mastercard accepted 
Personal and company checks require two weeks to clear 


Big things are happening at Computex. (Even our name has 
to Texas Digital, inc.) We have expanded our 
facilities and added personne! to better service our 
customers. 
Our service is BIGGER AND BETTER 
Our product lines are BIGGER AND BETTER 
Our prices. .. ARE STILL THE LOWEST! 

CALL TODAY!!! 


(713) 488-8022 





